- Juan Carlos Linares is President and CEO of Association
House of Chicago, an original settlement house founded in 1899 and today one of the
region’s largest social service agencies. Juan Carlos previously served as the City of
Chicago’s first Chief Engagement Officer, a cabinet-level role leading the improvement
of communities through meaningful engagement, and prior to that served as Executive
Director of LUCHA, a Humboldt Park-based affordable housing development agency
which drew national prominence in housing, health and energy equity.

Juan Carlos is also a Lecturer-in-Law instructing the Hate Crime Law course at
the University of Chicago Law School and he currently serves on the Boards of the
Latino Policy Forum, Urban Theater Company and the Woodstock Institute. Juan
Carlos has been a fellow with the Aspen Institute, Leadership Great Chicago and the
Chicago Community Trust. His parents are proud immigrants from Peru and from
Guatemala and today, Juan Carlos resides on the south side of Chicago with his wife

Monica, a child welfare attorney, and their two kids.



